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Counties Involved

• Armagh

• Cavan

• Fermanagh

• Tyrone

• Derry

• Donegal

A Cat Fought The Dog Down



• King James took over after Elizabeth died.

He took 6 counties

The English knew very little and needed maps to 

see how much land was there.

Where were the rivers, mountains, lakes and 

bogs. 



Surveyors

• King James sent surveyors into Ulster.

• Surveyors were to measure the land and make 

maps

• They found there was 4 million acres in the 

confiscated land. 





Why was King James doing this?

• The planters would be English speaking and 

Protestant.

• They hoped that the planters would teach the 

Irish the English ways.

• This would make the Irish easier to control.



Who got the Land?

Undertakers

Rich English and Scottish men who could 

afford to bring people to Ulster



Servitors

They were English soldiers who got a reward 

of land in Ireland for serving the king.

They were mixed in with the Irish to keep an 

eye on them.



Trusted Irish

King James gave some land to Irish he thought 

he could trust. 

They had to live together in certain areas and 

not mix with the planters.



The Undertakers

Before an Undertaker got any land he had to 

make promises to King James.

1. Within 3 years he would build a stronghold





Strongholds

• 1, 000 acres = A courtyard with a stone wall 

around it called a bawn.

• 1,500 acres = Stone house in the bawn

• 2,000 acres = A stone castle with a bawn





2. He also had to bring at least 10 families from 

England and Scotland.

These families had to have skills like 

carpenters, blacksmith and farmers.



3. Not allow any Irish farmers settle on his land

4. Pay £5.33 for every 1,000 acres he got

5. To keep a stock of arms in his house.


